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Detailed Policy Information  
 
Aotearoa New Zealand: Te Awa Tupua (Whanganui River Claims Settlement) Act 
(2017)  

By conferring a legal personality to the river, the Te Awa Tupua Act reflects the deep 
ancestral relationship the Whanganui Iwi (tribes) have with the sacred waterway and 
gives them legal means to protect it. The Act affirms the river as a living, indivisible 
entity. The Ruruku Whakatupua 2014 and the Te Awa Tupua Act 2017 are both crucial 
documents related to the legal recognition and protection of the Whanganui River. 
While the Ruruku Whakatupua 2014 is the settlement agreement that laid the 
groundwork for the legal recognition of the Whanganui River, the Te Awa Tupua Act 2017 
is the legislative enactment that formalised this recognition and provided the river with 
legal personhood. This is closely linked to the colonisation of Aotearoa New Zealand by 
the British and the subsequent conflicts and wars in the 19th century. It is enacted to 
resolve long-standing Treaty grievances and reflects a respect of the Crown for Māori 
worldviews and integrates Māori principles into New Zealand’s legal framework. It 
establishes innovative model of co-governance—embodied by the dual office of Te Pou 
Tupua—bridging Western statutory law and tikanga and for the first time Indigenous 
peoples and the government or the Crown have entered a partnership to protect the 
natural environment for the benefit of present and future generations. The steps taken 
to implement the Act, e.g. Te Pūwaha (revitalisation of the Port of Whanganui) shows 
that the Whanganui model should be understood as an Indigenous law model, not only 
a rights of Nature model.  

  

  

Austria: Environmental Ombudsoffice of Tyrol (Tiroler Umweltanwaltschaft) 
(1991/2005)  

The Environmental Ombudsoffice of Tyrol (Tiroler Umweltanwaltschaft) is an 
institutionalised environmental Ombudsperson mandated to represent Nature and the 
public interest in environmental protection matters in Tyrol, Austria. Introduced 
originally in the 1990s and legally embedded in the Tiroler Naturschutzgesetz 2005, the 
Ombudsoffice serves as an independent body participating in official approval 



 
procedures concerning environmental impact and informing and advising citizens. It 
acts as a bridge between civil society and construction entrepreneurs, ensuring 
ecological concerns are factored into land use, infrastructure, and conservation 
planning. Its innovative outreach and participatory programmes, such as Citizen 
Biotopes and youth engagement projects, exemplify democratic, inclusive approaches 
to fostering a culture of living in harmony with Nature and Future Generations. The 
underlying future vision is grounded in the philosophy of interconnectedness and 
respect towards all life forms, not limited to humans. Central motivation lies in 
redefining the relationship between humans and their environment, going beyond 
regulatory enforcement to foster cultural and emotional connections with Nature.  

  

  

Bhutan: Biodiversity Act (2022)  

The Biodiversity Act of Bhutan 2003 (amended in 2022) establishes the legal foundation 
for the conservation, sustainable use, and equitable sharing of the country’s biological 
and genetic resources. It affirms Bhutan’s rights over these resources and regulates 
access through enforceable mechanisms such as Prior Informed Consent, Material 
Transfer Agreements, and Benefit-Sharing Contracts. Administered by the National 
Biodiversity Centre, the Act integrates traditional knowledge and scientific governance 
within a rights-based framework. The 2022 amendment strengthened compliance with 
the Nagoya Protocol, streamlined regulatory processes, and enhanced institutional 
oversight.  

  

  

Panama: Law 287, which recognises the Rights of Nature and the related 
obligations of the State with these right (2022)  

Law No 287 of 2022, formally titled “Law Recognising the Rights of Nature and the 
Obligations of the State Related to These Rights,” grants legal rights to Nature within the 
Republic of Panama. It introduces a suite for rights for ecosystems and living beings, 
including the rights to exist, persist, regenerate life cycles, and be restored following 
harm. The law embeds ecocentric legal principles such as the precautionary approach 
and “in dubio pro natura”, and explicitly mandates state and citizen responsibility for 
safeguarding these rights. It has already been judicially enforced in high-profile 
environmental litigation and is shaping national discourse, legislation, and activism 
towards a more nature-centric governance paradigm.  

  



 
  

South Africa: National Environmental Management: Biodiversity Act, 2004 
(NEM:BA)(2004)  

NEM:BA establishes the legal framework for sonserving South Africa’s exceptional 
biodiversity with around 95 000 described species across nine terrestrial biomes. It 
creates the South African National Biodiversity Institute (SANBI) and a Scientific 
Authority; mandates strategic tools (National Biodiversity Framework (NBF), bioregional 
plans, Biodiversity Management Plans (BMP)); regulates threatened and invasive 
species, genetically modified organisms and bioprospecting; and embeds public 
participation, cooperative governance, and intergenerational equity. It aligns national 
practice with the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) and CITES (Convention on 
International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora) while explicitly 
rooting biodiversity management in section 24 of the Constitution.  

  

Spain: Law 19/2022 Granting Mar Menor and its basin status of a legal person 
(2022)  

Law 19/2022 grants legal personality to the Mar Menor Lagoon and its basin, 
recognising the ecosystem as a subject of rights. The law includes the right to exist, 
evolve naturally, be protected, conserved, and restored. Articles 3 and 4 of the law 
assign legal guardianship and representation for the Lagoon to Public Administration, 
with support from the local community and establishes three participatory governance 
bodies: a Committee of Representatives, a Monitoring Commission, and a Scientific 
Committee. This legal framework aims to halt ecological degradation caused by 
decades of pollution from agriculture, mining, and tourism, and enables any person or 
organisation, national or international, to bring legal action in defence of the lagoon. 
The law marks a legal paradigm shift from anthropocentric to ecocentric jurisprudence 
and aligns with broader movements for the rights of Nature and protection of future 
generations. It challenges the historically human-centered approach of environmental 
law, enabling Nature to express its own needs within legal forums. The law prioritises 
intergenerational equity through a dual temporal and spatial focus. It protects future 
generations while centering ecosystems themselves as subjects of rights. By legally 
acknowledging the ecosystem’s right to develop, recover, and function according to its 
own internal processes, the law ensures sustained environmental integrity for both 
present and future communities.  

  

Uganda: The National Environment Act (2019)  

The National Environment Act 2019 is Uganda’s principle legislation for environmental 
protection and management. It replaces the 1995 law and introduces a more 



 
comprehensive legal framework reflecting current environmental challenges and 
international obligations. The Act empowers the National Environment Management 
Authority (NEMA) as the coordinating and regulatory body for all environmental 
activities in Uganda. It reinforces the role of environmental and social impact 
assessments (ESIAs), introduces strategic environmental assessments (SEAs), and 
outlines provisions for pollution control, sustainable use of ecosystems, biodiversity 
conservation, and management of hazardous substances. Notably, it recognises the 
rights of Nature and the duty to maintain a clean and healthy environment for current 
and future generations.354 Its explicit acknowledgment of  Nature’s intrinsic value and 
integration of environmental sustainability principles reflects a deliberate commitment 
to intergenerational equity  

     

Agreement under the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea on the 
Conservation and Sustainable Use of Marine Biological Diversity of Areas beyond 
National Jurisdiction, in short BBNJ Agreement, (2023)  

The BBNJ Agreement is an international treaty adopted in 2023 under the United 
Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS). It addresses the conservation 
and sustainable use of marine biological diversity in areas beyond national jurisdiction. 
The treaty covers four main areas: marine genetic resources and benefit-sharing; area-
based management tools including marine protected areas; environmental impact 
assessments; and capacity building and marine technology transfer. It introduces new 
governance structures, promotes global cooperation, and seeks to balance ecological 
protection with equity and scientific advancement. The BBNJ Agreement explicitly 
refers to the responsibility of present generations to act as stewards of the oceans on 
behalf of both current and future generations. It also embeds principles such as the 
common heritage of humankind, the ecosystem approach, and intergenerational equity 
within its general provisions. Although the term “Earth Trusteeship” is not used, the 
spirit of trusteeship is reflected in the institutional and ethical orientation of the 
Agreement. The treaty reinforces duties to care for ocean ecosystems not only as 
resources but as entities with intrinsic value, thereby acknowledging Nature’s rights in a 
functional if not legalistic sense.  

  

  

  

 

 


