
In a nutshell

The Himalayan Agroecology Initiative is a strategic 
endeavour that works closely with governments and 
with the support of a broad group of stakeholders, 
to support the emergence of multi-stakeholder 
processes that develop, build capacities and facilitate 
the implementation of agroecological food systems 
roadmaps. Its main aim is to improve livelihoods and 
sustainability in India, Nepal and Bhutan, and to 
empower small-scale food producers, farmer producer 
organizations, other value chain actors, and consumers,  
so they are better supported by schemes and public 
policies. 

Together with the World Future Council and IFOAM 
– Organics International, renowned organizations 
are paving the way for this ambitious undertaking at 
the national level, including the Alliance of Bioversity 
International-CIAT and the United Nations Development 
Programme (UNDP) in India, Local Initiatives for 
Biodiversity, Research and Development (LI-BIRD) in 
Nepal and the Tarayana Foundation in Bhutan. A high-
level conference launching the roadmaps and with 
envisaged participation of ministers, policy makers, 
researchers, extension services, civil society and private 
players from the three countries is envisioned to be held 
in 2025 in New Delhi, India. This timely effort contributes 
to the German-Indian Lighthouse Initiative for 
Agroecology and Sustainable Resource Management 
and is funded by the Special Initiative Transformation of 
Agricultural and Food Systems of the Federal Ministry for 
Economic Cooperation and Development (BMZ) and the 
International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD), 
which both are core partners. 

Stepping up Systems Thinking and Action  

Agroecology is an internationally recognized transition 
pathway towards sustainable food systems, as 
evidenced by the Agroecology Coalition founded in 
2021, which now comprises around 50 countries. The 
growing momentum and urgency for the redesign 
of our food systems were also emphasized by the 
Committee on World Food Security (CFS) as well as the 
UN Food Systems Summit in 2021.  Since then, numerous 
countries developed national food system pathways 
and    actionable implementation strategies at the 
upcoming UN Food Systems Summit +4 in 2025.  

The Himalayan Agroecology Initiative is part of 
this increasing consciousness that the transition 
to agroecological food systems will generate wide 
multiplier effects and act as major catalyst for broader 
transformation across multiple systems and SDGs. 
By tackling poverty and food insecurity, enhancing 
livelihoods and long-term economic sustainability of 
small-scale producers and their families, strengthening 
local economies, regenerating critical environmental 
resources such as soil, water and biodiversity, and building 
resilience towards future shocks, the agroecology path 
addresses multiple, highly intertwined challenges at the 
same time, in a holistic manner. Rapid climate change, 
the drastic loss of biodiversity, water and soil, socio-
economic developments but also geopolitical tensions, 
demand urgent action. 
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