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PRESS RELEASE:
UN Summit of the Future: A Pivotal
Opportunity to Represent Future
Generations

20.09.2024, New York City, USA: The UN Summit of the Future presents a
once-in-a-generation opportunity to establish institutional representation for
future generations by appointing a UN Special Envoy on Future Generations
and supporting the establishment of similar institutional representatives of future
generations at local, national and regional levels.

To ensure the rights of future generations are safeguarded, these rights must be
embedded in all decision-making processes, with the UN taking the lead. As
trustees of the cultural and natural resources passed down from previous
generations, we hold these within a sacred trust to pass on to those yet to be
born, and these values must be firmly embedded within our governance
structures, including the multilateral system.

Neshan Gunasekera, Councillor of the World Future Council, states: "The
Summit offers a unique moment to strengthen the multilateral system by
ensuring future generations are represented at the decision-making table, in line
with international law principles such as intergenerational equity and justice.
While youth and children play crucial roles in the current decision-making
processes at the UN, future generations—those yet to be born—deserve special
consideration at this summit.
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“Human rights, including the right to peace and a healthy environment, are
universal, transcending both space and time,” says Alyn Ware, Councillor of the
World Future Council. “Our planning and policies today should not discriminate
against future generations, but must treat their rights equitably with the rights of
current generations, to ensure we have a just and sustainable future.”

The Summit will explore the need for institutional representation for future
generations. Through intergenerational dialogue, participants will discuss how to
ensure that future voices are considered in today’s policy-making. With a focus
on sustainability, inclusive governance, the event will emphasize
intergenerational equity and youth participation. A diverse panel of experts,
including youth leaders and policymakers, will share insights on embedding
future representation in governance. This interactive session aims to deepen the
understanding of the challenges and opportunities involved, leaving participants
with actionable strategies to promote intergenerational justice.

Despite the immense potential of the summit, Cyril Ritchie, Senior Policy
Advisor at the World Future Council, has expressed concern over the lack of
commitment from some key governments. He stressed the critical role of civil
society in driving the transformation necessary for a more just and peaceful
world: "The Summit Of The Future is about to open and already some key



governments are showing they are not committed to the actions that are needed
to transform the intergovernmental system to make for a more just and peaceful
future for the world's peoples. Civil society has much work still to do!"

Marie Biermann, Management Board Member of the World Future Council,
echoed the urgency, emphasizing the significance of the Summit: "As we
approach the UN Summit of the Future, the need to safeguard the rights of
future generations has never been more urgent. For decades, the World Future
Council has been at the forefront of safeguarding the rights of future
generations, championing policies that protect the environment and secure the
well-being of those yet to come. This Summit is a chance for world leaders to
commit to long-term, sustainable solutions. We urge all parties to adopt
frameworks that prioritize intergenerational justice and environmental
stewardship. The decisions made today will shape the world for future
generations — and the time to act is now.".

As world leaders, civil society, and youth gather for the Summit of the Future,
the call for intergenerational justice and the protection of future generations
grows louder. This is an opportunity to create long-lasting frameworks that will
protect the rights of all, ensuring a sustainable and just world for those yet to
come.

More Information on the
UN Summit of the Future 2024
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https://www.worldfuturecouncil.org/un-summit-of-the-future/
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/djwjkdbr3vj4qqz89ys3q/ADdv4yYltzcFrk8vrFCukqo?rlkey=f7libtl9w5tx91h8ajlf3d8yz&st=1qrah3op&dl=0

Be part of the solution!
Become a WFC supporter

Your support makes a difference! We give a voice to future generations and
stand up for their rights by providing policy tools to empower millions of people
around the world. Become a supporter by contributing on a regular basis to
make the world a more sustainable place

f 1 Jolin

World Future Council
Grol3e Elbstrasse 117, 22767, Hamburg

This email was sent to {{contact. EMAIL}} .
You received this e-mail because you have signed up for the newsletter.

Unsubscribe


https://facebook.com/wfc.goodpolicies
https://facebook.com/wfc.goodpolicies
https://twitter.com/Good_Policies
https://twitter.com/Good_Policies
https://youtube.com/youtube.com/wfcinitiative
https://youtube.com/youtube.com/wfcinitiative
https://linkedin.com/company/world-future-council
https://linkedin.com/company/world-future-council

