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World Future Council Chair Bianca Jagger warns that a weak EU climate package will get the Poznan Climate negotiations on the wrong track 

Poznan, 11th December: The World Future Council today warned that a weak climate package from the EU could undermine any progress at the UN climate change conference in Poznan, Poland. While climate scientists are sounding urgent alarms, warning about the imminent threat of climate chaos, Germany and Poland are working on the outdated assumption that significant climate protection measures would mean job losses. 
“The old assumption that governments have to choose between averting climate disaster and protecting jobs has long been demystified,” said Bianca Jagger, Chair of the World Future Council. In particular, she referred to Germany creating 250,000 new jobs in the renewable energy industry sector in just 8 years, while only 35,000 jobs remain in the coal sector. During his campaign, US President-elect Barack Obama also announced his ‘New Energy for America’ project which will create millions of new green jobs. Bianca Jagger asked: “Why is Germany giving up its leadership role in the fight against climate change? I urge Chancellor Merkel to foster a just transition from the coal industry to a green economy.”

Poland - which depends on coal-fired plants for 95 percent of its electricity - has threatened to veto the climate package at the summit meeting on Thursday and Friday if a compromise on emissions trading is not found to lessen the burden on its energy sector. Poland’s position was endorsed by Chancellor Merkel. 

The World Future Council also states that weakening the EU climate package would deal a blow to the negotiations in Poznan. “By making concessions to the coal industry, the EU would be undermining its own – rather weak - climate target of 20% C02 reductions by 2020 and jeopardise its leading role at the negotiations”, Bianca Jagger added: “How will any country commit to further reductions if Europe’s promises turn out to be hot air?”  

The WFC has called on politicians attending the UN climate conference to agree on a ‘Poznan Action Plan’ in which it is asking participating governments to introduce taxes on carbon emissions with a progressive annual increase. It also proposes incisive policy measures to speed up the deployment of renewable energy across the world as a replacement for fossil fuel technology.
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